The Tiny Mansion: How to Write a Book Backward

How do you write a whole book by starting with the title?

In this funny and fast-moving presentation, author Keir Graff explains
how he developed all the necessary elements for his latest middle-grade
novel—setting, character, premise, conflict, and plot—starting with the
words: The Tiny Mansion.

Teachers love Keir’'s emphasis on the fundamentals of the writing craft!

To schedule a virtual visit, email Keir at keir@keirgraff.com

"Keir Graff has a special gift: he is able to light a fire
in students and inspire them to become authors!”

—Christina Tettonis, Principal
Hellenic Classical Charter School (Brooklyn, NY)

About THE TINY MANSION

In this pitch-perfect middle grade adventure, twelve-year-old Dagmar
must endure a summer living off-the-grid with her family in a tiny home.

"1 The last thing twelve-year-old Dagmar wants is to spend her summer

" vacation squished into a tiny house with her dad, her stepmom, and her

. annoying five-year-old half brother. But after a sudden financial setback,

" her family is evicted from their Oakland apartment, and that's just where
they end up, parked among the towering redwoods of Northern California.

As Dagmar explores the forest around their new and (hopefully) temporary
home, she discovers they are living next door to an eccentric tech
: billionaire and his very unusual extended family. There's his brother, a
4 BRLLLELIUE e woodsman who sets dangerous booby traps all over the place, and his
sister, a New Age animal lover who meditates to whale songs in an
isolation tank. And then there's the billionaire's son, Blake, who has everything he could ever wish for--
except maybe a friend.

But when a wildfire engulfs the forest, everyone—rich and poor, kid and adult—will have to work
together to escape. And with both families at risk of losing everything, it turns out it's not the size of
the home but the people you share it with that matters.
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